
Description: 

Discorhabdus spatiosus SHUMENKO, 1969 

Fig. 5 - Discorhabdus spatiosus n . sp. ; holotype, 
x 8000, Slavyanoserbsk, U pper Campanian . 

D£scorhabdus 
spatiosus 

Basal part large, consisting of a double limbus, the smaller disk of which is basal and the larger 

one distal. Disk margins without noticeable serrations. Both disks consist of elongate, cuneiform 
radial plates. Stripe between disks well expressed. At the center of the basal part is a rosette 

structure of irregular crystallites, sometimes with a very narrow aperture. The rod has not 

been preserved in the specimens studied, but its attachment scars are visible. 

Dimensions: Diameter of basal part about 0.007 mm. 

Remarks: 

Distinguished from the type species D. patulus (DEFL.) No:EL, 1965 by the considerably (2-3 

times) larger dimensions, the width and shape of the platelets making up the basal part, and by 

the rosette at the center. 
The genus Discorhabdus was erected on the basis of material from the Upper Jurassic. Structures 

very similar to the basal part of Discorhabdus, but without the rod, have since been described 

in a number of works on Cretaceous coccoliths and assigned to the genus Biscutum BLACK. 

Taking into account the discoveries of entire specimens of coccoliths unquestionably belonging 

to Discorhabdus in the Cenomanian and Turonian of France (Caratini, 1963) and also specimens 

with a rod, provisionally assigned by the authors to the genus Cretarhabdus but strongly resembling 

Discorhabdus, from the Albian deposits of Holland (Stradner, Adamiker and Maresch, 1968) 

and from the Campanian and Maastrichtian of the USA (Gartner, 1968), I find every reason 

to assume that the generic name Biscutum is a synonym of Discorhabdus. 

Type level: 

Upper Campanian 
Geologic range: Campanian and Lower Maastrichtian. 
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